
Networking Do’s 

First Impression: the most critical aspect of networking, bar none! 
 a) dress appropriate for the venue 
 b) speak professionally at all times 
 c) be polite and respectful 

Express interest in their work, begin with a complement and a smile. 

Be confident and prepare yourself to interact. 

Identify your mark(s). 
 a) know with whom you want an audience 
 b) make it happen 

Be proactive by placing yourself in a position(s) that is target rich. 
 a) networking ain’t free, you have to pay for it 
 b) target your volunteer efforts 

Be prepared ahead of time to explain in detail your overlapping interest. 

Be gracious regardless of the outcome. 



Networking Dont’s 

First Impression: the most critical aspect of networking, bar none! 
 a) don’t adopt the attitude that your science speaks louder than your personal  
     appearance. 
 b) don’t use street language 
 c) don’t be disrespectful  

Don’t criticize their work, ever! 

Don’t be shy; yet don’t be overeager. 

Don’t show up unprepared for potential opportunities; remember, 
every talk/poster is a job interview! 

Don’t be lazy and assume that just being in the room will do. 

Talk about what you can back up and don’t talk about what you can’t.  

Don’t return a poor reception with a poor exit. 

Don’t  let your drinking drown your professionalism. 


